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As members of the Society for German-American Studies look towards the fiftieth anniversary of the 

Society in 2018, it is worthwhile to consider some of the benchmarks in its development.  Using 

some rather broad brush strokes, this message may be a start towards capturing our collective 

memory which began in 1968.  The original impetus for the Society, was a felt need for an informal, 

special interest group for researchers working in the area of the German experience in America.  

Robert E. Ward, Associate Professor of German at Youngstown State University, corresponded with 

other academics interested in alternative approaches to the traditional field of Immigration History, 

and began publishing occasional newsletters about this effort. 

By the middle of the 1970s, a groundswell of interest in history focused on the Bicentennial Celebra-

tion of 1976.  Readers of Ward’s newsletters discussed ways of  reorganizing the Society, and the 

result was a change to a non-profit status, for an organization chartered in Ohio.  Starting in 1977, 

this new organization started holding annual meetings as part of a program for annual symposia in 

different academic locations, and issuing a quarterly newsletter.  This was capped off in 1979 with 

the decision to publish an annual yearbook, initially sponsored by the University of Kansas. 

This flurry of activity continued into the 1980s. The first Jahrbuch, published in 1980, contained articles and essays, and 

reinstated an annual bibliography of German-American publications.  It had been started by The American-German Re-

view In 1934, and discontinued in 1966.  In that pre-internet world, this bibliography was essential because it provided in-

formation for scholars coming from different disciplines to have a source to use in exploring their sometimes brand-new 

research topics.  The next year the Publication Fund was started, reaching $20,000 in 1991, and exceeding its goal of 

$100,000 in 2000.  

The Society became actively involved in planning and implementing national conferences.  The first major symposia was 

held in October, 1983, to celebrate the 300
th
 anniversary of the first German settlement in the English colony of Pennsyl-

vania.  Thirteen Mennonite families from Krefeld, Germany, arrived on the “Concord” and founded Germantown in 1683.  

Those attending heard a variety of papers, many of which explored interdisciplinary approaches to understand German 

ethnicity.  This effort eclipsed earlier boundaries for Immigration History, by focusing on the formation of a distinct Penn-

sylvania German identity. 

 (next page) 
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 46 YEARS AGO, cont’d. 
 
The Society built upon this first successful nationally- 
themed conference with other annual symposia, 
touching on a powerful theme. In 1988 it was the 300

th 

anniversary of the first anti-slavery protest at German-
town; in 1998, the anniversary of the 1848 Revolution 
was celebrated in Indianapolis; in 2000 the Millennial 
Year Congress was held in Bremerhaven, Germany;  
in 2008 the theme was the 400

th 
anniversary of the first 

Germans settling near Jamestown, in the colony of 

Virginia.  
 
At the same time, three other major developments oc-
curred.  First, archival records started to be deposited 
in Blegen Library, at the University of Cincinnati.  Sec-
ond, the Executive Committee pursued a long-term 
process of providing technical assistance to the 
Forderverein Deutsches Auswandermuseum in 
Bremen from 1992–1998, culminating in the opening 
the award-winning German Emigration Center. Third, 
we should also note the passing of some of the pio-
neers of the Society. Those who come to mind include 
Adolph Schroeder, Eberhard Reichmann, and Lester 
J. Seifert. 
 
From this broad survey of the Society and realization 
of the 50

th
 anniversary, the Executive Committee 

formed a Semi-Centennial Committee to develop a 
plan for the next four years.  Some ideas which have 
already been suggested for the 2018 celebration: 
scanning historic photos for the newsletter, interview-
ing some of our long-time members, publishing select-
ed memoirs, publishing a special edition of the Jahr-
buch,  commissioning biographical sketches, and cre-
ating a documentary about the Society. We need your 
ideas, memories, and suggestions to help us create an 
appropriate plan for celebrating the success of the So-
ciety for German-American Studies.  I encourage you 
to contact me directly as you respond to this invitation. 
 
Herzliche Grüβe 

 
 
 
 

SGAS President 

 

Frank Trommler Receives Honorary Degree 

Frank Trommler, professor emeritus of German at 

the University of Pennsylvania and recipient of the 

Outstanding Achievement Award of SGAS in 2009, 

received the honorary degree of Doctor of Modern 

Languages at Middlebury College, Vermont, in  

August 2014. Trommler gave the address at the 

100th anniversary commencement of the Middle-

bury Language School which was founded by 

Lilian Stroebe, a German professor at Vassar Col-

lege in 1915. 

From: www.aatg.org (Sept 17, 2014) 

Faust Research Grant Recipient  

Nichole Neuman has recently been awarded a 

grant from the Albert Bernard Faust Research 

Fund of the Society of German-American Studies.  

Ms. Neuman is currently working on a dissertation 

entitled "L.A., Berlin, and Beyond: Decentering 

German Film History" in the Department of  Ger-

man, Scandinavian and Dutch at the University of 

Minnesota.   

The grant from the Faust Fund will allow her to 

conduct research in Los Angeles, specifically to 

examine the cinematic topography of Los Angeles 

during the 1950s and early 1960s with a focus on 

the La Tosca cinema in South L. A. During this era 

La Tosca not only featured popular German lan-

guage films, including many Heimat films, but also 

cultivated a loyal audience by partnering with busi-

nesses important to the German-American com-

munity (e.g. Przyabilla’s Wurst-Fabrik) and even 

hosting an import/export business adjacent to their 

lobby, a tactic utilized by similar ethnic theaters on 

the East Coast. Nichole Neuman's research not 

only brings a new and fresh look at German-

language films of the 1950s but also places the 

genre of Heimat films in a larger transnational 

framework.  

AWARDS 

SOCIETY FOR GERMAN-AMERICAN STUDIES 

NEWSLETTER VOLUME 35 No. 2, PAGE 2 

GO GREEN, SAVE PAPER! 

If you would like to receive this newsletter 

electronically, please contact 

karylr@att.net or (920) 905-4911 (US) 

munsalvaesche@t-online.de (Europe) 

http://www.aatg.org


SOCIETY FOR GERMAN-AMERICAN STUDIES 

NEWSLETTER VOLUME 35 No. 2, PAGE 3 

 
 
We are delighted to announce that the Max Kade Institute for German-American Studies at the Uni-
versity of Wisconsin–Madison has moved to a new home. Our new address is: 

 432 East Campus Mall, Madison, WI 53706 
 
The move from the old Keystone House took place in July. In the months since, MKI staff members 
and volunteers have spent countless hours arranging offices and organizing, shelving, and labeling 
our Library and archival collections. The spacious library is the jewel of our new home. It finally ena-
bles us to display our unique collections in one place and make our materials more accessible. 
Comfortable reading and research areas allow patrons to use the Institute’s resources on site, and 
the MKI Sound Archive has expanded and added a separate listening room. Furthermore, we now 
have a small exhibit hall and a conference room for meetings and presentations in close proximity 
to our Library. Last but not least, additional office space allows us to host guest scholars for extend-
ed periods of time.  

 
On October 31, over a hundred people came to the University Club for an open 
house and reception. For the occasion, we created a new exhibit about the Max 
Kade Institute’s work and special research projects, which include the Pennsylva-
nia Dutch Documentation Project and the Milwaukee German Theater Project. 
Our guests also enjoyed listening to audio recordings of German-American herit-
age speakers from the MKI’s Sound Archive at a special listening station.  
 
The event celebrated the completion of an undertaking that was over four years 
in the making. It involved a major capital campaign, an ambitious renovation pro-
ject, and the tremendous support and hard work of many, many people from the 
campus community and beyond. In particular, we are grateful for the crucial sup-
port from the Max Kade Foundation, New York, the National Endowment for the 
Humanities (NEH), and the Friends of the Max Kade Institute. While we reached 

our goal for a new library space, we are still working to secure the position of our librarian and archi-
vist through the creation of an endowment. Our campaign to reach the required matching funds for 
NEH support of such an endowment is still ongoing, and any donations are greatly appreciated! 
 
After three decades in the little farm house on the west end of campus, we are now looking forward 
to a bright future in the University Club. Please visit us at any time to explore our collections, visit 
our Website mki.wisc.edu, and become a “friend” of the Max Kade Institute on Facebook.  

NEWS FROM 

Max Kade Institute, University of Wisconsin–Madison  

Cora Lee & Matt Lange 



St. Louis, founded by the French 250 years ago, trans-

formed itself into the nation’s fourth largest German city in 

a mere twenty years between 1830 and 1850, and by the 

eve of the Civil War claimed a German population out-

numbered only by New York’s, a position it maintained in 

1870. German immigration to the Gateway City was insig-

nificant before 1830; when Prince 

Maximilian von Wied visited in 

1833 on the way to the Indian 

tribes of the upper Missouri, he 

doesn’t mention meeting a single 

German. How much credit is due 

to Gottfried Duden’s famous 1829 

guidebook in attracting Germans 

to Missouri remains open to ques-

tion. Rather than following in 

Duden’s rural footsteps, more 

Germans settled in St. Louis than in the whole rest of the 

state combined.  

An estimated two-fifths of the St. Louis population (based 

on the frequency of the names Schmidt and Meyer) was 

German in 1850, and their share never fell lower again 

until 1920. By 1860 the city had close to a German majori-

ty; the absolute peak came in 1880 at 48 percent.
 
When 

the U.S. Census posed the ancestry question in 1980, it 

found over a half-million people in St. Louis city and coun-

ty who were at last partially of German descent, some 

200,000 claiming German ancestry alone. Including those 

of mixed ancestry, over one-fourth of St. Louisans were 

still German, and their share of the white population was 

nearly 46 percent, not much lower than it had ever been. 
 

A German who arrived in 1833 wrote home that fall: “We 

like it here quite well . . . Sunday is kept holy here, they go 

to church 3 times . . . . If there was a German church here,  

 

Looking ahead to St. Louis  By Walter Kamphoefner 

we would like it even better.” They did not have long to wait. 

In January 1834, the first German Evangelical congregation 

was founded; that same month the first German Catholic 

sermon was preached in the city.  

The first German newspaper, the Anzeiger des Westens, 

dates from 1835, suggesting that the critical mass of immi-

grants to sustain such institutions was just being attained. 

But from then on until the end of the century, the leading 

foreign element and by far the leading foreign language in 

St. Louis was German. The stream of immigrants flowing in 

to St. Louis after 1832 became a deluge after 1845, as har-

vest failures and overall scarcity sent hundreds of thousands 

of economic refugees to the New World. By 1847, as Emil 

Mallinckrodt noted, “one hears almost as much Plattdeutsch 

on the streets and markets as English. . . . We live here al-

most as if in Germany, wholly surrounded by Germans.”  

Like him, many St. Louis Germans hailed from Westphalia, 

or from nearby parts of Hannover, although there was also a 

sizeable immigration from Baden that gave its name to one 

of the city’s neighborhoods. However, there was not one 

single German neighborhood as in many other cities, but 

instead heavy concentrations on both the north and south 

sides of St. Louis, with few in the middle wards. At least one-

third of the city’s Germans lived in relative isolation on the 

south side, where English speakers were outnumbered al-

most four to one. One immigrant wrote home to the Father-

land about his wife who was born there in 1870: “Why do 

you keep asking if my wife is German? Of course she was 

born here, but she speaks German just as well as any of you 

and is proud of her German heritage.” 

Normally when a city had two competing newspapers, they 

supported opposite parties. However the Anzeiger des 

Westens, a daily since 1846, was joined in 1857 by a com-

peting daily, the Westliche Post, but both were ardently 

SOCIETY FOR GERMAN-AMERICAN STUDIES 

NEWSLETTER VOLUME 35 No. 2, PAGE 4 



Inside Story Headline 

Republican in 1860. The opposing side was only represented by a Catholic weekly. Republican in 1860. The opposing 

side was only represented by a Catholic weekly. In all the slave states, St. Louis was the only city, and St. Louis Coun-

ty one of only two counties that Lincoln carried in 1860. Not coincidentally, they were the two most heavily German in 

the state. 

As their voting record indicates, St. Louis Germans were the city’s most enthusiastic supporters of Union and emanci-

pation. The first shots of the Civil War in Missouri were fired on the streets of the city on May 10, 1861, in a riot with 

strong ethnic overtones. “Wide-Awake” Germans militia companies had been drilling since the election and played a 

decisive role in preventing the Federal arsenal from falling into Confederate hands. However, when these “Damned 

Dutch” captured the secessionist state militia at Camp Jackson and marched them through the streets, it triggered a 

riot that left 28 dead in its wake. A Southern belle wrote from the city ten days later, “My blood boils in my veins when I 

think of the position of Missouri—held in the Union at the point of Dutchmen’s bayonets.” She exaggerated only slightly; 

Germans, the bulk of them from St. Louis, provided nine-tenths of the manpower that quickly put the Union in control of 

this crucial border state. Two leading German generals, Franz Sigel and Peter Joseph Osterhaus, began their Civil War 

careers in St. Louis.  

Germans were in the forefront of efforts to outlaw slavery in Mis-

souri; when the state’s emancipation law was finally passed in 

January 1865, many of its strongest supporters were Germans, 

among them the chairman of the convention, Arnold Krekel of St. 

Charles. The pinnacle of Missouri German political influence came 

in 1869 when they elected one of their own as U.S. Senator, the 

Forty-Eighter Carl Schurz, co-editor and co-owner of the leading 

St. Louis German paper, the Westliche Post. This paper also 

served as the training ground of immigrant Joseph Pulitzer, who 

worked his way up from cub reporter to city editor to co-owner be-

fore moving on to found the English-language St. Louis Post Dis-

patch, later becoming a New York publishing magnate. Various historians have emphasized the disunity of St. Louis 

Germans, perhaps more so than is warranted. Although Catholics sympathized more with Democrats than other Ger-

mans, four immigrant Germans were elected to Congress before World War I, all of them Republicans from St. Louis. 

Among them was Richard Bartholdt, who went “From Steerage to Congress” (as he titled his autobiography) and 

served there for twenty years. Also in mayoral races, St. Louis Germans did quite well. Down through 1980, German 

immigrants or their children presided over St. Louis city hall for 25 years, four times as long as Irish Catholics, and 

longer than in such heavily German cities as Milwaukee or Cincinnati. Including those of the third generation like Henry 

Kiel, who was elected to an unprecedented third term by a record margin in 1917, six German mayors through 1948 

were Republican; there was just one German Democrat during the New Deal and another in 1848 before there was a 

Republican party. 

Looking ahead to St. Louis, cont’d.   
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Naked Truth Statue, St. Louis Landmark commemo-

rating three Westliche Post journalists 

 



Another indication of ethnic solidarity was the program of Ger-

man instruction in St. Louis public elementary schools instituted 

in 1864. Begun as an experiment in five schools the first year, it 

met with heavy demand and quickly  spread throughout the 

city’s system. Within ten years, nearly half of all pupils were 

taking part; in 1878, the Westliche Post proudly reported a fig-

ure of 53 percent. By 1880, all but five of the city’s 57 public 

grade schools offered German. The program was such a suc-

cess that St. Louis teachers published a series of their own 

textbooks that were quite pedagogically advanced and widely 

adopted nationwide. Witter’s Deutsch-Englische Schreib- und 

Lese-Fibel was even republished by SGAS member Eberhard 

Reichmann as late as 1987. 

The St. Louis German program met an earlier demise than in 

most other cities. It came under attack already in 1878, but a 

vigorous petition drive caused the school board to relent. In 

1887, however, school board districts were redrawn in “a clear 

case of gerrymandering” and the program’s fate was sealed. 

German instruction had been offered just as one of the courses 

during a normal day of instruction, so it did not have the effect 

of isolating German students from others. An Anglo observer 

remarked in 1874: “The city acted wisely in introducing the 

study of German, as otherwise the Teutonic citizen would 

doubtless have been tempted to send his child to a private 

school. . . . Now native American children take up German 

reading and oral lessons at the same time as their little German 

fellow-scholars.” In fact, nearly one-quarter of the pupils taking 

language instruction were not of German background. 

St. Louis was long noted for producing “shoes and booze,” the 

latter thanks mostly to its German element. No less than five St. 

Louis Germans merited inclusion in the German Historical Insti-

tute’s biographical directory of German-American entrepre-

neurs. Not surprisingly, four of them were brewers, among 

them the household names of Eberhard Anheuser and partner 

Adolphus  Busch, and  Joseph Griesedick.  Their enterprises all 

Looking ahead to St. Louis, cont’d.   
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survived Prohibition; the Anheuser-Busch operation re-

mained under family management for 156 years until a Bel-

gian buyout in 2008.  

From the perspective of present-day St. Louis, it seems 

amazing to learn that in 1874 the city was supporting four 

daily newspapers–and that was just in the German lan-

guage! (There were five in English). Three German dailies 

survived into the twentieth century, and on a weekly or 

monthly basis there were numerous other publications rang-

ing across the political spectrum, including several anarchist 

and socialist sheets. One of the latter, the Arbeiter Zeitung, 

gave rise to an English counterpart, St. Louis Labor, but as 

late as 1922 over 40 percent of their combined circulation 

was in German. At the opposite end of the spectrum, two 

leading German Protestant denominations established their 

headquarters and seminaries in the Gateway City: Concor-

dia Seminary of Missouri Synod Lutherans, and Eden Semi-

nary of what was once named the German Evangelical Syn-

od of North America. Each published a German language 

paper for more than a century, starting before the Civil War. 

The Missouri Synod put out Der Lutheraner from 1844 to 

1954; the Evangelicals hung on for a year longer, issuing 

Der Friedensbote from 1850 all the way to 1955, supple-

mented in their later decades by parallel English editions. 

German Catholics also had a strong institutional presence 

in St. Louis. They were able to support a German-language 

daily down through World War I. The Catholic Central Ver-

ein, a national union consisting largely of lay societies serv-

ing German Catholic immigrants, was headquartered in St. 

Louis. Its monthly journal gave up German entirely only in 

1940, when it became the Social Justice Review which is 

still published today. 

As these examples show, despite the challenges posed by 

World War I, reports of the German language’s death in 

1918 were, to quote a famous Missourian,  greatly exagger- 



ated. But its gradual decline is reflected in the fate of the Westliche Post, since 1919 the city’s oldest daily in any language, 

and as of 1924, the last surviving daily in German. But that was small comfort. Subscriptions were on a downward trend 

already before 1914, but advertising, in particular, was impacted by the war and the loss of beer ads. As the city’s unofficial 

historian James Primm writes, “World War I and its illegitimate offspring, the Prohibition Amendment, ruined the beer indus-

try.” The Depression added to the financial woes of the Westliche Post, and the rise of Nazi Germany posed an additional 

dilemma. Despite its previous consistent opposition to anti-Semitism, it attempted to stay out of the controversy, which 

proved to be a no-win situation. The Westliche Post ceased operations as a daily on June 19, 1938. Although a weekly edi-

tion continued, it survived only a few more months. As the Westliche Post’s biographer writes, “For the first time in 103 

years St. Louis was without a reputable German paper.” 

The final word should be left to a St. Louis immigrant named Louis Dilger, a blue collar worker who still followed German 

affairs closely a half-century after he left. Admonished by his brother that “as a true-born German, [he] should promote Ger-

man culture in this country,” Dilger’s letters instead show repeated evidence of what he wrote in 1934: “I am proud of my 

German heritage, but American from head to toe.” 
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“Fraktur and the Everyday Lives of Germans in Pennsylvania and the Atlantic World, 1683–1850” will be held in 

Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, March 5-7, 2015. The conference is jointly sponsored by the McNeil Center for Early 

American Studies, the Free Library of Philadelphia, and the Philadelphia Museum of Art.  It will coincide with 

major exhibitions at both the Museum and the Free Library.  The Philadelphia Museum will be exhibiting Fraktur 

from the collection of Joan and Victor Johnson, featuring many extraordinary manuscript and printed examples 

from southeastern Pennsylvania along with other objects, and will also be publishing a comprehensive scholarly 

catalogue of the Johnson collection.  The Free Library features historically significant, rare and unique examples 

of Fraktur, manuscripts, broadsides, and printed books from the Henry Stauffer Borneman Pennsylvania Ger-

man Collection.  Presently many of these items are available to scholars in an online database at http://

libwww.freelibrary.org/fraktur/  and are featured on the Free Library’s PA German Collection Blog.   

Philadelphia, 5-7 March 2015  http://www.h-net.org/ 

“Fraktur and Everyday Lives of Germans in Pennsylvania and the Atlantic World”  

Looking ahead to St. Louis, cont’d.   
  

SGAS 39TH ANNUAL SYMPOSIUM 

St. Louis, 9-12 April 2015 

“The Heartlands – America’s Most German Region”  

http://libwww.freelibrary.org/fraktur/
http://libwww.freelibrary.org/fraktur/
http://www.h-net.org/
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