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On behalf of the Society for German-

American Studies, it is my great 

pleasure to announce the recipients 

of the 2013 Outstanding Achievement 

Award in German-American Studies: 

Dolores Hoyt, Librarian Emerita, at 

Indiana University-Purdue University 

in Indianapolis, and Giles Hoyt, 

professor emeritus of German and 

Philanthropic Studies, also at IUPUI. 

Both completed their undergraduate 

degrees at Harpur College at State 

University of New York 

Binghamton, where they met 

as students. Dolores went 

on to earn a M.S. in Library 

Science at the University of 

Illinois, Champaign-Urbana, 

and her Ph.D. in Library 

and Information Science 

at Indiana University. Her 

dissertation, “The Role of 

Libraries in the American 

Turner Organizations,” was 

published in 1999 with the 

title A Strong Mind in a 

Strong Body: Libraries in the 

German-American Turner 

Movement as Volume 12 in the 

New German American Studies 

Series by Peter Lang, New York. 

During her years at IUPUI Libraries, 

she was head of acquisitions, head of 

technical services, Associate Dean  

and retired in 2007 as associate 

executive director.

Dolores served as second vice-

president of the Society of German-

American Studies from 1997 to 

2000 and as a member of the SGAS 

Board from 1989 to 2006. She has 

given numerous presentations on the 

contributions of German-Americans 

as well as on topics in her field of 

library science. She was involved from 

the beginning with the design and 

implementation of the SGAS website 

as well as that of the IUPUI Max Kade 

German-American Center.

Following his undergraduate studies 

at Harpur College, Giles spent a year 

at the University of Göttingen, after 

which he completed the M.A. at State 

University of New York Binghamton 

and his Ph.D. in German literature at 

the University of Illinois, Champaign-

Urbana. At IUPUI he chaired the 

Department of German, served as 

Associate Dean for International 

Programs for ten years, for which he 

received the John W. Ryan Award of 

Indiana University for Distinguished 

International Service in 2003. He 

co-founded the IUPUI Max Kade 

German-American Research and 

Resource Center in 2002 and served 

as its director until his retirement in 

2008. He has published 

numerous articles on 

early modern German 

language and literature 

and German-American 

Studies. He was co-founder 

and past president of the 

Indiana German Heritage 

Society and currently is 

the managing editor of its 

journal Studies in Indiana 

German-Americana. He is 

treasurer and chair of the 

subcommittee in charge 

of educational exchanges 

of the Indianapolis-

Cologne Sister Cities 

Committee and the founding 

secretary-treasurer of the 

North American Alumni Association  

of DAAD. He served as vice-

president and president of the 

Indiana Chapter of the American 

Association of Teachers of German 

Max Kade German-American Center 
Claudia Grossmann, PhD  
Interim Director 
425 University Blvd. Suite 329 
Indianapolis, IN 46202

president’s message 
Almost fifty years ago as a college junior studying in Austria, I learned the greeting “Servus.” I’ve always been fascinated by the 
word. It can be used among friends and family for greeting or leave-taking. Its roots are Latin, and it can be rendered as “at your 
service”.  As I write this, my last column as president, the word keeps coming to mind.

Saying farewell is always bittersweet, but in 2013 we have had some particularly sad losses.  Only weeks ago Daniel Nützel, co-editor 
of the Newsletter and member of the Executive Committee, passed away suddenly. Earlier in the year, Adolf (‘Dolf) Schroeder, 
longtime member of the Editorial Board of the Yearbook for German-American Studies, died after a brief illness at the age of 
ninety-seven.  We shall miss them both.

This year has also been a time of welcoming new people and experiences.  In December 2012, SGAS.ORG re-launched with a 
completely new look and feel. In January, Matt Lange joined the Executive Committee as webmaster to help usher in a new era for 
the Society for German-American Studies. The advent of a new and improved web presence has already brought us more than a 
dozen new members, the majority of whom are just starting their careers in German-American Studies. Even as we mourn the loss 
of Dan and Dolf and their many accomplishments, we welcome our new members and anticipate their future contributions.

The Society exists to support research on the German element in the Americas, foster discussion of the issues raised by scholarly 
investigations, and publish the most fruitful results of those labors. That three-pronged commitment is reflected in every aspect 
of the revamped website. Under the “Grants” tab you will find full descriptions of support available for both small and large 
research projects through either the Arndt or the Faust funds. Under “Publications” there is information about both of the Society’s 
publications, the Yearbook for German-American Studies and the Newsletter. The editors of both welcome your submissions. 

Of course, the annual Symposium of the Society offers the unique opportunity for us to gather together in person to renew 
friendships as we discuss our common interest in the life, literature, and culture of German-speaking immigrants to North America. 
In 2013 we broke new ground as we met for the first time in New Orleans, an important port of entry for many who would travel 
up the Mississippi and settle much of the Midwest and an important venue of German-American life in itself. Plans are already 
underway for our 2014 meeting in Milwaukee. Check out SGAS.ORG for more details.

2013 is also the year for the biennial election of officers. On July 1, 2013, Bill Roba will take my place as president. Even as I write, 
ballots are going out to elect a secretary, a treasurer, and a vice president for the next two years. Where possible, ballots will reach 
the mailbox of all those who have renewed for 2013 electronically. So keep an eye on your mailbox 
and, if you haven’t already, renew for 2013. The necessary information is on the website. 

It’s been a pleasure serving as president. Thank you for the opportunity. However, as is said so 
often, this is not farewell but “auf Wiedersehen”. I look forward to seeing everyone in Milwaukee.

Servus!

-Randall Donaldson
President, SGAS

Dolores and Giles Hoyt 
Laudatio 

Dr. Daniel C. Nützel, Associate Professor 
of German, Hoyt-Reichmann Scholar of 
German-American Studies and Director 
of the Max Kade Center for German-
American Studies at IUPUI, passed away 
unexpectedly on April 13, 2013, at the age 
of 50 years.  Dr. Nützel was a member of the 
Executive Board of SGAS and co-editor of 
the newsletter since 2011.

Dr. Nützel joined the faculty of the IU 
School of Liberal Arts in Indianapolis in 
2009. He spent many years engaged 
in international research in the field of 
linguistics, particularly dialectology and 
German-American dialects. His areas of 
scholarly interests and expertise included 
German-American studies, sociolinguistics, 
historical linguistics, and transnational 
studies. Prior to his appointment at IUPUI, Dr. 
Nützel was associated with the University of 
Regensburg and the University of Bayreuth 
in Germany. He edited a Bavarian dialect 
atlas for which he received funding from 
the Deutsche Forschungsmeinschaft. He 
was a DAAD fellow in 1986 and a Fulbright 
Scholar in 1992-94. He also co-authored 
two volumes for Atlas der deutschen 
Mundarten in Tschechien, one of the 
largest dialectological projects in the 
German-speaking world, and contributed 
to several linguistic atlases. His study on 
the East Franconian dialect of Haysville, 
Indiana, is of particular interest to the 

Society of German-American Studies. In 
addition, Dr. Nützel provided extensive 
service to his discipline, as well as to the 
community. Among others, he was a book 
review editor for H-Transnational German 
Studies; advisory board member of the 
Milwaukee Turner Digitization Project, and 
president of the Indiana German Heritage 
Society (IGHS).

A genuine scholar, colleague, and 
teacher, Dr. Nützel was an integral part of 
the German-American community, the 
Liberal Arts family at IUPUI, and the Society 
of German American Studies. He will be 
deeply missed by many.

In Memoriam   
Daniel C. Nützel, 1962-2013

William E. Petig 
Stanford University

Claudia Grossmann

William Petig (left), Chair of the Nominations Committee, with 

honorees Giles R. and Dolores Hoyt.
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and was named Indiana German Teacher of the Year in 1989. In addition to numerous other teaching and service 

awards, he was honored with the Bundesverdienstkreuz am Band (Federal Cross of Merit) by the Federal 

Republic of Germany in 2009. He currently serves on the board of the Athenaeum Foundation in Indianapolis, the  

Indianapolis-Cologne Sister Committee, the Indiana German Heritage Society and the German Historical Institute in 

Washington, D.C.

Dolores and Giles Hoyt have been longtime members and dedicated supporters of the SGAS. For twenty years they 

compiled the International Bibliography of German-American Studies published annually in the Yearbook of the 

Society of German-American Studies (1989-2009), a resource that many of us have found invaluable in our research. 

Giles currently serves on the editorial board of the Yearbook of German-American Studies. He was appointed editor 

of Volume 3: From the End of the Gilded Age to the Progressive Era (1893-1918) of the planned five volumes of the 

Immigrant Entrepreneurship: German-American Business Biographies, 1720 to the Present, sponsored by the German 

Historical Institute, Washington, DC.

For more than three decades Dolores and Giles Hoyt have promoted the study of our German-American heritage and 

worked to recover and preserve the documents of this legacy, especially in Indiana and the Midwest. To ensure that the 

contributions of German-speaking immigrants will continue to be the focus of study and research in the future, Dolores 

and Giles, together with Ruth and Eb Reichmann, endowed the Hoyt/Reichmann Faculty Chair in German American 

Studies and German Language and Culture at IUPUI in 2001, the only endowed professorship in this field at any 

university in the United States. For their many contributions to German-American Studies, both within academe and 

on the state and national level, the Society of German-American Studies is pleased to honor Dolores and Giles Hoyt 

with the Outstanding Achievement Award.

Dolores and Giles Hoyt Laudatio continued

Traveling Exhibits  
continued

Several organizations in the U.S. provide information, materials, and resources of interest to 
German-American groups and associations. The German-American Heritage Foundation 
in Washington, D.C. , which opened the German-American Heritage Museum (GAHM) in 
March of 2010 as the first national site to tell the story of Americans of German-speaking 
ancestry, currently offers two notable shows. 

The larger of the two shows is called “Berlins - Made in USA” and opened on June 27. 
The show introduces the many communities in the US with the namesake of Germany’s 
capital city, as well as highlights the achievements of German-Americans and their 
contributions to the growth and development of the United States. There are a total of 39 
communities with the name of Berlin. This joint effort with the city of Berlin, Visit Berlin, IHK 
Berlin, Berlin Partner and the German Embassy in Washington, D.C., helps draw attention 
to the ongoing close ties between Americans and Germans. Representatives from these 
institutions, including Berlin Mayor and Senator of the Interior, Mr. Frank Henkel, as well as 
German Ambassador Dr. Peter Ammon took part in the opening celebration. The show 
will also be produced as a travelling exhibit which will be available for rent later this fall.

A second show coincides with the 50th anniversary of John F. Kennedy’s famous “Ich bin 
ein Berliner” speech in Berlin.  The anniversary was celebrated with a gala evening at the 
Newseum in Washington D.C. on June 26, 2013. Berlin Mayor Henkel also laid a wreath 
at President Kennedy’s grave at Arlington National Cemetery. The text on the bow read: 
“With Gratitude from the People of Unified Berlin.”

Also, later this fall the GAHM Museum will make available a travelling exhibit on the 
American Civil War as seen through the eyes of German-American caricaturists Thomas 
Nast and Adalbert Volck. The show will also be on display in Baltimore, at Kutztown 
University in Pennsylvania, Wartburg College in Iowa, and the Fairfax 
Museum in Virginia. 

Traveling Exhibits Available

For further information or to 
make arrangements to bring 
one of the travelling exhibits 
to your location please 
contact the Foundation’s 
headquarters.

(866) 868-8422  
info@gahmusa.org 
www.gahmusa.org.

SGAS 2014 – Call for Papers
The Society for German-American Studies 
will hold its 38th Annual Symposium in 
Milwaukee, WI, 10–13 April 2014. The 
meeting will focus on Milwaukee , the city 
which became known as Deutsch Athen, 
but papers dealing with any aspect of 
German-American Studies are welcome.

We invite you to submit a one-page 
abstract for a scholarly paper. Paper 
topics may focus upon any of a broad 
range of topics from the history, language, 
literature, society, and culture of Germans 
in the Americas to the interaction between 
immigrants from German-speaking areas 
of Europe and the people of their adopted 
homeland as well as the entire immigrant 
experience. In the past, the types of topics 
which have been explored include: Poetry, 
Civil War, Political Conflict, Turners and Free 
Thinkers, Biography and History, Linguistics, 
Artists and Buildings, Writers and Scholars, 
Libraries and Archives.

Please submit your abstract electronically 
by November 30, 2013 to Dr. William 
Roba, Division of Arts and Sciences, 
Scott Community College Bettendorf, IA  
(broba@eicc.edu).

Sheet music for Saengerfest waltz by W. N. Grunewald. It was published in 

New Orleans by Louis Grunewald Co., Ltd., circa 1890. From the Historic New 

Orleans Collection. The Historic New Orleans Collection houses an extensive 

collection illustrating the German influence in New Orleans and Louisiana. The 

city was even home to the country’s first recorded German theater, noted in 

the Daily Picayune in 1839. The North American Saengerfest was held in New 

Orleans in 1890.

Bill Roba, SGAS Vice President, and Daniel Hammer, 

Historic New Orleans Collection, the main organizers of the 

2013 symposium.


